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Age it belonged to Greece and, to a great extent, to the
Jews; and to-day it belongs to the Levant.

The statement so frequently made that " there is nothing to
see in Alexandria " is untrue. What memories crowd round
the shores of the Eastern Harbour: memories of Alexander,
of Ptolemy, of Caesar, Cleopatra, Antony; of the Seventy
Rabbis translating the Septuagint; of St. Mark stepping
ashore from his galley; of Bishop Alexander watching the
young St. Athanasius playing at baptism on the edge of the
sea.

Parts of Alexandria are beautiful, but it is a little difficult
to understand why other parts should be so ugly. They
might have passed unnoticed if my mind were not filled with
a vision of the splendid city which has perished so completely.
From a ship at sea Alexandria is entirely satisfactory, for then
you might be looking at the marble city which Cleopatra
knew. The pressed-concrete buildings and the buildings of
stucco and plaster boldly group themselves until it seems
that the great Pharos is once again standing out to sea, that
the Museum is rising in pale marble above the city, and the
Canopic Way, pillared from end to end, still sweeps in white
majesty from the Gate of the Sun to the Gate of the Moon.

Nothing but legend is to be discovered of St. Mark's associa-
tion with Alexandria. In early times there was a martyr's
shrine dedicated to him near the Eastern Harbour, but even
the site of this has been lost. When St. Paul and St. Barnabas
quarrelled so bitterly on the question of St. Mark's fitness for
the missionary life, these noble companions parted. St. Paul
took Silas and went into Asia Minor; St. Barnabas and St.
Mark went together to Cyprus, where St. Barnabas received
martyrdom. The Copts say that after his friend's death, St.
Mark took ship to Egypt and founded the Church there.

He then accompanied St. Peter to Rome and gleaned from
him those vivid touches of the eye-witness which distinguish
his gospel. It was in Rome at this time, or later, that St.
Mark again met St. Paul, then an old man, and became re-
conciled, possibly because of his work in Egypt. Coptic
legends say that St. Mark then returned to Alexandria,
where he had ordained as Bishop of Alexandria his first
convert, Annianus, a shoemaker. The martyrdom of the